PRESIDENTS WORKSHEET

A5

NAME _____________________________________

SCANDALS (#1-17)
Write the number of the president during whose administration each incident occurred. The incidents
are in chronological order. Some presidents may be matched more than once and others not at all.
1. ____ The Jay Treaty is ratified by the Senate. This causes
some members of Congress as well as the secretary of
state to accuse the president of treason because the
treaty favors Great Britain over France.
2. ____ XYZ Affair – French agents demand bribes before beginning negotiations to avoid war.
3. ____ Aaron Burr shoots and mortally wounds Alexander
Hamilton in a duel.
4. ____ Aaron Burr tries to seize part of the Louisiana Purchase
to establish his own country.
5. ____ The president is accused of cowardice for leaving the
White House as British troops approached, leaving his
wife to fend for herself.
6. ____ Henry Clay throws his support in the House of Representatives to another candidate in a “corrupt bargain”
that costs the third candidate the presidency.
7. ____ The future president’s wife is criticized because she
married him before her divorce became final.
8. ____ In response to a new tariff, South Carolina, led by the
president’s former vice president, John C. Calhoun,
claims it can nullify the order from the federal government.
9. ____ The president’s own party expels him because he vetoed several laws they passed in Congress.
10. ____ The president marries a woman 30 years younger than
him.
11. ____ The president’s entire cabinet resigns because he favors
allowing the territories of Utah and New Mexico to vote
whether they will allow slavery.
12. ____ Representative Preston Brooks (SC) beats Senator
Charles Sumner (MA) unconscious on the Senate floor.
13. ____ The secretary of state purchases Alaska for $7.2 million.
14. ____ The president is impeached for violating the Tenure of
Office Act.
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George Washington
John Adams
Thomas Jefferson
James Madison
James Monroe
John Quincy Adams
Andrew Jackson
Martin Van Buren
William Henry Harrison
John Tyler
James Polk
Zachary Taylor
Millard Fillmore
Franklin Pierce
James Buchanan
Abraham Lincoln
Andrew Johnson

Notes
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NAME ________ANSWER KEY______________

SCANDALS (#1-17)
Write the number of the president during whose administration each incident occurred. The incidents
are in chronological order. Some presidents may be matched more than once and others not at all.
1.

1

The Jay Treaty is ratified by the Senate. This causes
some members of Congress as well as the secretary of
state to accuse the president of treason because the
treaty favors Great Britain over France.

2.

2

XYZ Affair – French agents demand bribes before beginning negotiations to avoid war.

3.

3

Aaron Burr shoots and mortally wounds Alexander
Hamilton in a duel.

4.

3

Aaron Burr tries to seize part of the Louisiana Purchase
to establish his own country.

5.

4

The president is accused of cowardice for leaving the
White House as British troops approached, leaving his
wife to fend for herself.

6.

5

Henry Clay throws his support in the House of Representatives to another candidate in a “corrupt bargain”
that costs the third candidate the presidency.

7.

7

The future president’s wife is criticized because she
married him before her divorce became final.

8.

7

In response to a new tariff, South Carolina, led by the
president’s former vice president, John C. Calhoun,
claims it can nullify the order from the federal government.

9.

10

The president’s own party expels him because he vetoed several laws they passed in Congress.

10. 10

The president marries a woman 30 years younger than
him.

11. 13

The president’s entire cabinet resigns because he favors allowing the territories of Utah and New Mexico to
vote whether they will allow slavery.

12. 14

Representative Preston Brooks (SC) beats Senator
Charles Sumner (MA) unconscious on the Senate floor.

13. 17

The secretary of state purchases Alaska for $7.2 million.

14.

The president is impeached for violating the Tenure of
Office Act.
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George Washington
John Adams
Thomas Jefferson
James Madison
James Monroe
John Quincy Adams
Andrew Jackson
Martin Van Buren
William Henry Harrison
John Tyler
James Polk
Zachary Taylor
Millard Fillmore
Franklin Pierce
James Buchanan
Abraham Lincoln
Andrew Johnson

Notes
#11: The Cabinet that Fillmore inherited from Taylor resigned.
#13 is known as “Seward’s Folly.”

